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Since the age of Sri Jayatirtha, the illustrious grand disciple of Sri Madhva, 

nearly every generation had had the fortune of having in their midst several 
great saint-philosophers who had dedicated their entire life for the 
propagation of Sri Madhva-Shastra.  Sri Rajendra Tirtha, Sri Vyasatirtha, Sri 

Vadirajatirtha, Sri Vijayendra Tirtha, Sri Vidyadhisha Tirtha, Sri 
Raghavendra Tirtha, Sri Satyanatha Tirtha, Sri Satyadhyana Tirtha are a few 

such names.  These great saints not only composed the well known Dvaita 
Vedanta classics, which stand today as an impenetrable fortress protecting 
the Madhwa Siddhanta from the attacks by the other philosophical schools, 

but also created an indelible impression on the community by their 
exemplary way of life.  In the first half of the last century Sri Satyadhyana 

Tirtha was such a legendary Madhwa Pithadhipati, while in the second half, 
Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha, who was his disciple, was. 

Born on the 27th of July, 1913 to a pious couple Sri Kuppana Tantry and 
Smt. Radhamma in the village Ermalu of South Canara District of Karnataka 
Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha, (Narayana in his poorvashrama), had his initiation to 

upanayana samskara, in the holy presence of Sri Sudhindra Tirtha Swamiji 
of Sri Puttige Mutt, who had lived more than hundred years.  Sri Kuppanna 

Tantry, who was held in high esteem for his knowledge in Dharma Shastras 
and Sampradaya,  taught his son in home, all that a vatu should learn.  
Later, Narayana studied in Sri M.S.P. Mahapathasala,  which was then run in 

Ananteshwara Temple of Udupi.  At a tender age of 12, on the 5th of 
November, 1925 he was initiated to Sannyasa and was made the 34th pontiff 

of Sri Bhandarakeri Mutt, by Sri Vibudhapriya Tirtha of Sri Adamaru Mutt, 
one of the most respected Swamiji of Udupi Mutts, at that time.  It was the 
paryaya of Sri Admar Mutt and H.H. Sri Vibudhapriya Tirtha, then adorning 

the Sarvajnapeetha at Sri Krishna Mutt, Udupi gave the Sannyasa Deeksha 

and pranavopadesha to Narayana and named him as Vidyamanya Tirtha. 

This name became most appropriate to every letter in his life. 
Sri Vibudhapriya Tirtha taught Sri Vidyaranya Tirtha certain Kavyas of Sri 
Madhwa Sampradaya during the remaining period of his paryaya in Udupi.  

Later he took the young sannyasin to Ghatikachala where he continued to 
instruct him nearly for four years, the preliminary Vedanta texts. Then 

another reputed scholar of Udupi, Sri Inna Vasudevacharya,  taught 
intensively Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha Nyaya and Vedanta Shastras, for several 
years.  That was the period, when the great Swamiji of Sri Uttaradi Mutt, Sri 

Satyadhyana Tirtha, had made a tremendous impact on the entire scholarly 
community of the country through his various activities such as shastrartha 

(debate on the Shastric issues) with the scholars of the other Schools of 
Vedanta, stimulating writings, teaching and discourses, encouragement to 
scholars and students etc.  Naturally, Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha was attracted 

by the magnetic personality of Sri Satyadhyana Tirth and decided to study 



with the revered Swamiji, the advanced texts of Vedanta such as Nyaya 
Sudha, Nyayamrita, Tatparya Chandrika and Tarka Tandava. 

Sri Satyadhyana Tirtha taught the advanced texts of the Vedanta, to this 
young and the most studious deciple continuously for 4 years.  It is 

noteworthy that Sri Satyadhyana Tirtha spent some time teaching him the 
Vyasa Traya in Tiruchanoor.  It was during his stay with Sri Satyadhyana 
Tirtha that Sri Vidyamaya Tirtha, in addition to the erudition of a high level 

in the Shastras, imbibed certain rare virtues needed by a pithadhipati, such 
as unflinching dedication to the cause of Madhva Siddhanta, a missionary 

zeal for the propagation of the same, sincere earnestness to promote any 
activity that aims at creating an awareness of the tenets of the Dvaita 
philosophy in the general public etc.  After performing Sri Nyaya Sudha 

Mangala, addressing Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha, then the head of only Sri 
Bhandarakeri Mutt, Sri Satyadhyana Tirtha is reported to have exclaimed 

“you have indeed become a Jnana Bhandara ‘(repository of knowledge).’ 
When Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha finished his adhyayana in Sri Uttaradi Mutt, he 
might have been 27-28 years old.  He lived a long life of 87 years.  In the 

intervening long period of 60 years, he lived such a saintly life, achieved so 
many imponderable things, served the cause of Sri Madhwa Siddhanta so 

dedicatedly, that he stands for ever as a model saint worthy to be emulated 
by the future saints.  Sri Bhandarakeri Mutt, the first pontiff of which was Sri 

Satya Tirtha, one of the most beloved direct disciplies of  Sri Madhwa, 
who as is narrated in Sri Madhwa Vijaya, attempted to follow Sri Madhwa to 
Badarikashrama, was virtually unknown to large number of Madhwas.  But, 

later, when Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha toured extensively the entire country, 
through his scholarly-yet-reaching-even-laymen Vedanta lectures and with 

his very simple and very religious way of living, he attracted thousands of 
devotees and the once unknown Mutt of Bhandarakeri became as widely 
known like any other prestigious Madhwa Mutt, not only in Karnataka, but 

also in many other States. 
Among several of his monumental services to Sri Madhwa Shastra, one is 

the establishment of Sri Madhwa Raaddhanta Samvardhaka Sabha through 
which he encouraged innumerable scholars and students to pursue teaching 
and study of Dvaita Vedanta, rigorously.  The Sambhavana (honorarium) 

which he used to give very generously, inspired many scholars and students 
to regularly attend the Sabha and earn his very valuable appreciation by 

exhibiting their scholarship in Dvaita Vedanta.  It is through this sabha that 
he caused the publication of Dasha Prakarana with rare commentaries so far 
unpublished, and also Sarvamoola with Hrishikesha Tirtha Patha ably and 

critically edited by Sri Bannanje Govindacharya. 
Another monumental service Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha rendered to the 

community, was the moulding of several pithadhipatis of sterling character 
and integrity along with profound erudition in the Dvaita Vedanta.  The 
foremost among them, as we all know, is His Holiness Sri Vishwesha Tirtha 

of Sri Pejavar Mutt.  He trained rigourously Sri Pejavar Swamiji, from a 
tender age and helped shape him to become a great Dvaita philosopher and 

saintly personality that we see today.  It was Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha who 
sowed the seed of the idea of establishing a Vidyapeetha, in the mind of Sri 
Vishwesha Tirtha to create sound scholars in Dvaita Vedanta and allied 

shastras, who can shoulder the responsibility of protecting and propagating 



the Dvaita Vedanta tradition for generations to come.  As the result, 
Poornaprajna Vidaypeetha came into existence in the year 1956, which has 

rendered a yeoman service by producing very sound Dvaita Vedanta 
scholars, in a large number. 

When Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha was around 60, he took a very crucial decision 
to cancel all his tours which were in great demand by his devotees in many 
parts of the country, and to stay at Admar, a small village near Udupi.  The 

reason was again to impart education of Devaita Vedanta and allied shastras 
to 4 young Sannyasins, who were initiated to sannyasa to adorn the 4 pithas 

of the mutts namely Sri Palimaru Mutt, Sri Puttige Mutt Sri Adamaru Mutt 
and Sri Bhandarakeri Mutt.  Sri Swamiji remained in the village continuously 
for 10 years and moulded them as excellent scholars and strong pillars of 

Dvaita Siddhanta. 
The period when Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha was still studying, is considered as 

the golden age of shastric erudition.  Scholars of eminence in different 
Shastras,  apart from Sri Satyadhyana Tirtha himself, such as Varakhedi 
Narasimhacharya, Malagi Vedavyasacharya, Gaudagere 

Venkataramanacharya, Mahamahopadhyaya Ananta Krishna Shastri, Pandit 
Ramasubba Shastri, Uttamur Viraraghavacharya etc. used to enhance the 

prestige of any Sabhas in which they took part.  Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha had 
the fortune of being present with Sri Satyadhyana Tirtha, in several shastric 

debates where many of the above scholars participated.  He continued the 
Shastrartha tradition successfully, through out his life. One of the 
memorable shastrarthas he had, was held in Haridwar, in 60s of the last 

century.  Sri Karapatra Swamiji a well known Advaitin of Kashi, challenged 
him to establish the Dvaita Siddhanta on the basis of Bhagavad Gita.  Being 

seated on elevated platforms, facing each other the two Swamijis started 
the debate.  While Sri Karapatra Swamiji was supported by hundreds of his 
disciples who were raising slogans encouraging him, Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha 

was alone.  The debate went on for several days.  When Sri Karapatra 
Swamiji  reached a situation of finding no 

answer to the arguments of Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha, he started picking up 
holes in the previous day’s argument of Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha.  He argued 
that Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha had committed apasiddhanta in  the previous 

day by  giving  the meaning of the term ‘bhuta’ as ‘sentient being’ while Sri 
Madhva in his Gita Bashya had interpreted it as meaning ‘non-sentient 

being.’  When Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha countered the argument stating that in 
his Gitatatparya Sri Madhwa had given another interpretation which he has 
quoted, he refused to listen to it and as if waiting for this moment, his 

supporters created a pandemonium after which the shastartha could not 
continue.  Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha, later sent the shastrartha details to many 

pithadhipatis including that of Advaita and Vishistadvaita Mutts and other 
scholars and got letters from them vindicating his stand.  Thus he had 
shastrarthas with many stalwarts of the Advaita and Vishistadvaita of his 

time and established the supremacy of Dvaita Siddhanta. 
It seems Sri Krishna and Sri Madhwa were immensely pleased for his 

services par excellence, rendered to the cause of Sat-siddhanta.  In his 56th 
year, in 1969 he became the pontiff of Sri Palimaru Mutt of Udupi, in 
addition to holding his previous Pitha.  Thereafter, he performed two 

paryayas.  During those paryayas with the help of his devotees he offered 



Sri Krishna gold cradle, a gold chariot and also a diamond crown.  He spent 
his last days in Sri Krishna Mutt, Udupi during the 4th paryaya of his most 

favourite disciple, Sri Vishwesha Tirtha of Sri Pejavar Mutt.  He attained 
paramapada on the Suddha Ekadashi of Vaishakha Masa in the year 2000, 

as if to show his strong conviction on the observation of Ekadashi for which 
in the last few years of his life he struggled very hard without much success. 
Sri Vidyamanya Tirtha is no more.  But, the noble 

ideals for which he stood and strived hard through 
out his life to achieve in reality, are enshrined in the 

hearts of his innumerable followers. His words, 
actions and personality will be a Beacon Light for his 
innumerable devotees, admirers and for the future 

generations 


